SSKS MID-WINTER 2017 NEWSLETTER
AND UPDATES

Yes, it’s definitely winter! Only the most hardy (or,
perhaps, crazy) paddlers venture out this time of
year, but it’s not too early to begin planning for a
new paddling season. Inspecting your boat(s) and
gear with an eye on any repairs, enhancements, or
replacements and then getting the necessary
supplies to “get ‘er done” are good winter tasks.

Now for some updates:
Ted had his shoulder surgery on Dec. 5th and was in
a sling for 8 weeks. The surgery was a bit more
extensive than anticipated but went well. In case
you’ve ever wondered, the first month or so of
recovery IS quite painful and generally
uncomfortable. His torn tendon in the rotator cuff
was the result of several prior injuries that caused
wear and tear, and the tendon finally gave up the
ghost at the end of September. He’s now out of the
sling and into physical therapy, with an excellent
prognosis. He’s hoping to do some light paddling
by the end of March and be ready for more
extensive kayaking by May.
Kelly is in the midst of a very heavy class load and
clinicals for her Physical Therapy Asst. program,
and she is continuing to do very well. She’s looking
forward to having some time to resume paddling,
rolling, and teaching, once we get underway.

**********

**********

Speaking of such matters, if you plan on paddling
on Lakes Whatcom or Samish, it’s time to get your
Aquatic Invasive Species sticker renewed. You’ll
need to pass the short on-line test, get your
certificate, and make arrangements to have your
boat inspected and 2017 sticker issued before you
put your kayak on those lakes. Go to:
http://www.lakewhatcom.whatcomcounty.org/lakethreats/aquatic-invasive-species for all the
information and links to the course and test.
Remember that some of our classes and Fun
Paddles take place on Lake Whatcom! Don’t wait
until the last minute to get this done!

After a quick review of Craig’s List ads for boats
and gear, there isn’t a wide selection of kayaks for
those wanting to upgrade or add, or for friends you
may have seduced into wanting to go paddling with
you; but there are a few. There were, however, a
good number of listings for accessories, including
carts for rolling your boat from the car to the beach.
If you’ve been thinking of getting one, this might be
a good time.

**********
Our calendar for the first several months of classes
and paddle events will be posted on the website in
mid-March, so look for it then. We’ll continue to be
offering a “set” schedule of various classes, along
with plenty of openings for private lessons and
custom schedules, should our calendar not meet
your needs. No price increase is anticipated.

*********
Finally, we’ve heard of a Ski-to-Sea, recreational
division, team looking for a kayaker. If interested,
contact Liz Vennos at evennos@inet.org or 360303-6665.
**********
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AGAIN SOON FOR
SOME FUN ON THE WATER (OR PIZZA &
BEER SOMEWHERE)!
TED & KELLY

